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DOREEN PREMDEV

The Premier of KwaZu-
lu-Natal, Nomusa Dube-
Ncube said she is dead set 

on raising the concrete barrier 
wall along the South Africa and 
Mozambique border to curb the 
theft of vehicles and movement 
of illicit goods. 

The KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) Pro-
vincial Government has requested 
the Department of Transport to 
fast-track the raising of a concrete 
barrier wall along the border of 
the two countries.

Premier Dube-Ncube, con-
ducted an oversight visit to the 
border between Mozambique 
and South Africa in Manguzi, 
in the Umkhanyakude District 
Municipality, under the auspices 
of Operation Siyahlola, to assess 
progress on the construction of 
jersey barrier walls. 

The project, which covers 
about 25km of the vulnerable 
border line, was initiated by the 
KZN government in 2018 as part 
of a basket of interventions to 
fight crime in the area. 

The project was mainly con-
ceived to prevent an easy trans-

portation for stolen vehicles and 
livestock and is being imple-
mented in three phases.

Speaking during the site 
inspection last week, Ms Dube-
Ncube noted good progress in 
the construction of the phase that 
cuts through Gate 6 – one of the 
hotspot segments of the border 
line.

“The concrete slab foundation 
to conclude this phase has been 
laid and we are confident that the 
construction will move quicker. 
We have directed the Department 
of Transport to fast track the rais-
ing of the walls,” Ms Dube-Ncube 
said.

The Premier was accompa-
nied by Umkhanyakude District 
Municipality Mayor Siphile 
Mdaka, as well as police and sen-
ior government officials. 

She said the provincial gov-
ernment is working with its social 
partners to break the back of 
criminal syndicates that terror-
ise the communities along the 
borderline.

Premier set on raising border wall

 The KZN Premier Nomusa Dube-Ncube inspects the concrete barrier wall between the South 
African and Mozambique border. The KZN government say they are focused on fighting crime in 
the area, especially the movement of illicit goods and the theft of vehicles from South Africa to 
Mozambique. Continued on page 3
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A 10-year-old girl watched her father 
shoot her mother dead last Wednes-
day evening, March 20, in Belvedere, 
Tongaat. 

Her father then shot himself and 
later died in hospital.

The incident happened at Saun-
ders Circle in Belvedere, Tongaat, 
north of Durban.

Prem Balram, spokesman for the 
Reaction Unit South Africa (RUSA), 
said the RUSA Tongaat Operations 
Centre received multiple calls from 
the public reporting the incident. 
Reaction officers were immediately 
dispatched and arrived on scene at 
approximately 5.58pm on Wednes-
day.

“The reaction officers noted that 
paramedics from a private ambu-
lance service were in the process of 
providing emergency medical care 
to a male who sustained a gunshot 
to his head. The body of a female 
with a gunshot wound to her head 
was discovered on the driveway. She 
showed no signs of life and was pro-
nounced deceased,” said Mr Balram.

He said that it was established 
that the man and the female were 
married but separated. 

The husband was employed as 
an Armed Response Officer (ARO) 

for a national company. 
That evening he arrived at his 

wife’s house, dressed in uniform, 
driving a branded company vehi-
cle. He was to fetch his 10-year-old 
daughter when an argument ensued 
between him and his estranged wife. 

Mr Balram said the father then 
drew his company issued firearm 
and shot the mother before turning 
the gun on himself − four spent 
9mm cartridges were recovered at 
the scene.

“The critically injured male was 
stabilised on scene before being 
expedited to hospital in a serious 
condition. The child was visibly 
traumatised but was not injured. 
The motive for the shooting has not 
been established. It was later noted 
that the father died in hospital, leav-
ing the little girl orphaned.”

KZN police spokesperson Nqo-
bile Gwala said the police are inves-
tigating a case of murder.

He added that the circumstances 
surrounding the incident were under 
investigation.

“A woman was allegedly shot 
after a domestic dispute. The suspect 
also sustained a gunshot wound and 
was taken to hospital for medical 
attention where he succumbed to 
his injuries,” said Mr Gwala.
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Elias Delisani Mkhize was sentenced on Wednes-
day, March 20, at the Pietermaritzburg High Court 
to two terms of life and 10-years imprisonment 
after he pleaded guilty to the murder of his bio-
logical mother and sister in December 2023, in 
the Mid-Illovo area.

Mkhize, 54, lived in the same area as his 
mother, Mathithi Mkhize, and his sister, Celiwe 
Mkhize.

He also pleaded guilty to the possession of an 
unlicensed firearm. 

Regional spokesperson for the National Pros-
ecuting Authority, Natasha Ramkisson-Kara said 
prior to the incidents, Mkhize suspected his 
mother and sister of bewitching him and he 
decided to kill them.

“On December 20, 2023, he armed himself 
with his unlicensed firearm and proceeded to 
their home, which was a short distance away. He 
shot them both and then used a bush knife to 
decapitate them. He disposed of their heads in 
a nearby pit toilet. He was arrested a few hours 
later,” said Ms Ramkisson-Kara.

In aggravation of sentence, prosecutor Melumzi 
Gula handed in a Victim Impact Statement com-
piled by Mathithi Mkhize’s son (Celiwe’s brother) 
and facilitated by the court preparation manager, 
Xolile Mzobe. 

In his statement, the man said his life changed 
on the day he received the call to say that his 
mother and sister were dead. 

He said he could not understand why his 
brother would kill his family members in such a 
brutal way. 

He added that the images he saw following the 
murders would remain with him for a long time.

“Elias Mkhize was sentenced to life impris-
onment for each of the murders and 10 years 
imprisonment for the possession of an unlicensed 
firearm. 

“The court ordered that the sentences run 
concurrently, resulting in the effective sentence 
of life imprisonment. 

“He was also declared unfit to possess a fire-
arm,” said Ms Ramkisson-Kara.

Life sentence 
for family 
decapitation

Domestic dispute ends in tragedy

 The scene where a 10-year-old girl watched her father shoot her 
mother in the head during an argument.

Find us on 
Facebook: www.
facebook.com/
yourethekwini
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The KZN Premier Nomusa Dube-Ncube inspects the concrete barrier wall between the South African and 
Mozambique border. The KZN government say they are focused on fighting crime in the area, especially the 
movement of illicit goods and the theft of vehicles from South Africa to Mozambique.

From page 1

“As we announced during the 
State of the Province Address, gov-
ernment is also pursuing diplomatic 
channels to coordinate strategic 
efforts to fight cross border crime. We 
are working closely with the newly 
established Border Management 
Authority, the SAPS (South African 
Police Service), Specialized KZN Sta-
bilising Team, Amakhosi and other 
crime fighting structures to address 
issues of criminality in the area.”

Ms Dube-Ncube said interven-
tions are already yielding positive 
results as several high-profile crimi-
nals have been arrested and are fac-
ing prosecution.

“Already several cars have been 
found stuck and abandoned, some 
hanging on the jersey barriers 
because syndicates could not take 
them across to Mozambique because 
of the high border walls,” Ms Dube-
Ncube added.

Wall part of crime-fighting measures
Easter train trip
The Umgeni 
Steam Railway 
invites families 
to join them on 
Saturday March 
30, and Sunday 
March 31, for 
trains departing 
Inchanga at 9am, 
11am, 1.30pm, 
and 3.30pm. The 
last train will 
return 4.45pm. 
On Sunday March 
31, the Easter 
Bunny will board. 
The 75-minute 
journey offers 
panoramic views 
of KZN and will 
pass through one 
of South Africa’s 
oldest operating 
tunnels before 
reaching Botha’s 
Hill. Families 
can explore the 
Inchanga Station 
Craft Market, visit 
the Inchanga 
Railway Museum 
or look at model 
trains in the 
Modeller’s Shed. 
Take cash or using 
Zapper because 
card facilities and 
ATMs are not 
available. Arrive at 
least half an hour 
before departure 
to collect tickets. 
Booking and pay-
ment within 48 
hours is essential 
to secure seats.
For more details 
and reservations, 
interested parties 
can visit www.
umgenisteamrail-
way.com

What’s On
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Women in science is 
being spearheaded 
by the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN). 
The university started the 

STEM MentHER programme 
last year, which has established 
itself as a beacon of empower-
ment for young women inter-
ested in the fields of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM).

Since the launch of the 
UKZN Chapter in 2023, the 
programme has continued to 
flourish, providing invaluable 
mentorship and support to 
aspiring female students. 

The origin of STEM Men-
tHER at UKZN can be traced 
back to Dr Cerene Rathilal, a 
lecturer in the School of Math-
ematics, Statistics and Com-
puter Science. 

Collaborating with the 
National Institute for Theoreti-
cal and Computational Sciences 
(NiTheCS) and UKZN’s College 
of Agriculture, Engineering and 
Science, Dr Rathilal, along 
with her colleagues, Dr Yas-
eera Ismail and Dr Chevarra 
Hansraj, launched the UKZN 
chapter of this national STEM 
outreach programme at the 

beginning of 2023.
“STEM MentHER is designed 

to address gender disparity in 
STEM fields by offering men-
torship and guidance to young 
female learners aspiring to pur-
sue careers in these domains,” 
said Dr Rathilal. 

“By pairing mentees with 
experienced female academ-
ics and postgraduate students 
during their final year of high 
school, the programme aims to 
empower them by providing 
career and study guidance and 
nurturing their academic and 
professional growth.”

With the release of the 2023 
matric results, STEM MentHER 
hosted a celebratory event to 
honour the achievements of 
its inaugural Grade 12 pupil 
cohort. 

At the occasion, Dr Rathilal 
congratulated the students on 
their excellent matric results 
and expressed her gratitude 
to the mentors whose unwa-
vering support has been instru-
mental in the programme’s 
success.

Mentees included Maia 
Lucie Klijnstra, Zaahira Khan, 
Akeesha Maharaj and Rejenté 
Dorasamy. 

They shared heartfelt testi-
monials, acknowledging their 

mentors’ profound impact on 
their academic journey so far. 
These students, who achieved 
a host of A symbols between 
them, have all registered for 
STEM degrees at UKZN, while 
some of their fellow mentees 
have opted to pursue their 
studies at other tertiary insti-
tutions. 

While some students have 
chosen to study at other uni-
versities, they will continue to 
be mentored by their chosen 
UKZN mentors as they embark 
on their individual study 
choices.

“Through mentorship, 
these young women not only 
excelled academically but also 
gained confidence and inspira-
tion to pursue their dreams,” 
said Dr Rathilal. 

“As STEM MentHER enters 
its second year at UKZN, a call 
has gone out for 2024 appli-
cants. We encouraged teach-
ers and principals to nominate 
deserving Grade 12 female 
students who exhibit passion 
and potential in STEM disci-
plines. Successful candidates 
will benefit from expert men-
torship, tailored programmes 
and membership of a vibrant 
community of aspiring female 
scientists and engineers.”

STEM MentHER 
continues to flourish 

 UKZN’s STEM MentHER Programme started early last year and 
is aimed at female students interested in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). The students have received 
expert guidance from their mentors who are based at the university. 
The mentors have assisted them to reach goals in their field of study.
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Life is one big mathematical 
equation for Aaron Naidu, 
and he’s counting on his 

mathematical mind to ace his 
Master’s when he heads off to 
Oxford University in the United 
Kingdom in October. 

Mr Naidu, who completed 
his Honours in Statistics at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 
(UKZN) last year, has secured 
a place at Oxford University to 
complete his Master of Science 
Degree in Statistical Science.

Mr Naidu, respected by his 
peers and professors as “one of 
the dudes in data” is a talented 
mathematics student and has 
won several awards at a national 
and international level. He is 
also the only student to win 
the Tertiary Mathematics Olym-
piad outright while still in high 
school.

After being placed first in 
KwaZulu-Natal and second in 
South Africa in his matric exam-
inations in 2019, he enrolled for 
a BSc in Data Science at UKZN. 

He completed his degree 

summa cum laude in 2022 and 
was placed in the top 3% of 
every module, even after adding 
six modules to his study pro-
gramme. During his honours 
studies, Mr Naidu was invited 
to present at the 2023 South 
African Statistics Association 
Conference and received the 
Zac Yacoob Scholarship for the 
best honours student at UKZN 
across all Colleges and Disci-
plines.

His intellectual prowess will 
now take him to the UK for a 
12-month taught master’s pro-

KZN maths whizz off to Oxford University 
gramme that includes a research 
dissertation.

“This is really exciting for me. 
While awaiting the start of my mas-
ter’s course, I will be completing 
actuarial science board exams and, 
in July, I will participate in a 10-week 
long quantitative trading internship 
with Jane Street Capital in the UK 
before proceeding to university,” 
said Mr Naidu. 

“My aim is to do my PhD and 
then enter the workforce as a statis-
tician, data scientist, or quantitative 
trader.”

Mr Naidu thanked his lecturers 
at UKZN for their instruction, par-
ticularly Emeritus Professor Poob-
halan Pillay for nurturing his love 
of mathematics during high school 
and Professor Delia North for devel-
oping his interest in data science.

“We are so proud of this amazing 
young man,” said Professor North. 

“Not only is he a top achiever, 
but he has participated in statistics 
outreach projects such as Women in 

Analytics and Dudes in Data every 
year and has been a wonderful role 
model to the next group of under-
graduate students.”

■ Maths whiz Aaron Naidoo is 
off to Oxford University in the 
United Kingdom to do his Master 
of Science in Statistical Science 
later this year.
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Transnet National Ports 
Authority (TNPA) is commit-
ting to making Durban Port 

roads an economic gateway to the 
South African economy. 

TNPA said it would invest R233 
million in the comprehensive 
rehabilitation of the Durban Port 
roads and that the project was 
expected to be implemented over 
a two-year period, with a traffic 
management plan in place to redi-
rect traffic flow.

TNPA Port Manager for the Port 
of Durban, Nkumbuzi Ben-Mazwi, 
said they were undertaking this 
road rehabilitation to ensure that 
they deliver on their mandate of 
providing port infrastructure and 
enabling the port’s efficient func-
tioning as the economic gateway 
to the South African economy. 

Mr Ben-Mazwi explained that 
this comes on the back of the 
intensified pressure posed by an 
influx of trucks on the Port of 
Durban’s road infrastructure.

“The Port of Durban is a crucial 

contributor to the South African 
economy. It handles approxi-
mately 60% of the country’s total 
container volumes,” he said.

“Most of the container volumes 
handled are moved through the 
Southern Road Network of the port 
and over the years, the influx of 
trucks entering the port has sub-
stantially increased. The intensified 
surge has led to the deterioration 
of the overall road infrastructure,” 
said Mr Ben-Mazwi. 

“The improved condition of 
port roads will positively impact 

on port operational efficiencies 
and the smooth flow of traffic in 
the targeted precincts.”

The Maydon Wharf will take 
precedence, with 16 roads set 
for repairs, followed by Island 
View with three roads and two 
on Bayhead Road. In addition to 
repairing the structural defects, the 
restoration of functional defects 
– such as surface drainage issues 
due to damaged manholes and 
inlets caused by heavy vehicles, is 
included in the project scope, said 
Mr Ben-Mazwi.

Transnet to invest more than R200m in port road repairs

■ Transnet Ports manager, 
Nkumbuzi Ben-Mazwi 
Transnet National Ports 
Authority.
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The eThekwini Metropolitan 
Municipality has intensified 
its collaboration with property 

owners in a bid to eradicate unsafe 
buildings within the inner city.

This comes after the establishment 
of a new unit, the Problem Buildings 
Division, which is dedicated to tack-
ling unsafe buildings. 

Problem buildings, the municipal-
ity said, is defined as derelict, aban-
doned, hijacked, structurally unsound 
and unlawfully erected, among other 
things.

Through the Problem Buildings 
Division, the city’s vision is to create 
a vibrant inner city, underpinned by 
well-managed buildings. 

The division encourages property 
owners, whose buildings have been 
deemed unsafe for occupation, to con-
tact them or face future closure. 

Deputy City Manager of Economic 
Development, Lihle Phewa, said 
these buildings present social issues 
including homelessness, crime and 
drugs, which are often found in such 
buildings. Mr Phewa said the division 
has already identified approximately 
40 buildings within the city and has 
started the process to serve relevant 
notices. This is done in accordance 
with the National Building Regulations 
and Standards Act, and the Problem 
Building by-laws, he added.

“If there is non-compliance by the 
property owner after the notice period 
has expired, the municipality will 

approach the High Court to carry out 
remedial work, apply for a demolition 
order, request for the appointment of a 
judicial administrator, request for a sale 
in execution, or expropriate the prop-
erty and building,” said Mr Phewa. 

“All costs incurred will be to the 
owner’s account. Owners can however, 
partner with the municipality to put 
together an action plan with time 
frames on how to turn the problem 
building around.”

Mr Phewa highlighted the recent 
eviction of illegal occupants from 
Crieff Place Building, South Beach, as 
among the division’s successes.

Following a court process, the 
owner of the property was able to evict 
the illegal occupants and proceeded 
to demolish the vacant building, he 
added. 

However, the owner left a portion 
of the superstructure and did not fully 
secure the property.

The owner had also left rubble 
from the demolition process on site to 
ensure that the site was not occupied 
again, but the sheltered portion of the 
remaining superstructure was occupied 
shortly after.

“The Problem Building Division 
engaged unsuccessfully with the owner 
to secure the property. The division 
took the decision to remedy the works 
on site by removing the rubble, repair-
ing, and closing all the openings to the 
site, and installing barbed wire to the 
tops of the boundary wall to prevent 
any person from occupying the site,” 
Mr Phewa said.

Problem buildings 
in the spotlight

DOREEN PREMDEV

Powering up the youth, the 
eThekwini Municipality has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with 
the KwaZulu-Natal Educa-
tion Development Trust to 
get youth involved in the 
Youth for Energy Transition 
Programme (YETP).

This strategic partnership 
will see approximately 6 000 
unemployed youth from the 
municipality receive training 
to become solar technicians, 
said eThekwini Municipality 
Mayor Mxolisi Kaunda.

“The training will enable 
the youth to participate in 
the city’s energy transition 
initiatives and take advantage 
of job opportunities from the 
private sector and other gov-
ernment energy infrastruc-

ture projects,” said Mayor 
Kaunda. 

“After completing their 
training, the youth will also 
participate in the city’s Social 
Energy Infrastructure Pro-
gramme which works towards 
modernising and restoring 
energy security in key com-
munity facilities such as pub-
lic schools, hospitals, clinics, 
and in townships.”

During a round table ses-
sion held on Friday (March 15) 
at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli 
International Convention 
Centre (Durban ICC) with 
various energy stakeholders, 
Mayor Kaunda said the city 
recognises the importance of 
empowering the youth with 
necessary skills and knowl-
edge, especially as the country 
is facing an energy crisis. 

He said for the country to 

adequately address the energy 
crisis, it was vital to harness 
the skills and talents of young 
people who are the future.

“We are delighted that 
we have signed an MoU with 
the KwaZulu-Natal Education 
Development Trust for the 
YETP which will create oppor-
tunities for 6 000 youth in the 
city”, said Mayor Kaunda. 

“The first phase of the pro-
gramme will see the installa-
tion of solar panels and bio-
gas digesters in public schools 
while the second phase will 
see the installation of solar 
panels in hospitals and clin-
ics. 

“The third phase will be 
the installation of high-mast 
lights across rural and town-
ship communities to reduce 
crime, particularly during 
load shedding.”

Youth get powered up by 
eThekwini municipality 

■ A new partnership 
aims to create 
employment for 6 000 
youth in solar energy.



PICK UP & DELIVERY
 SERVICE 

(DURBAN & 
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WE COME TO YOUR CAR
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ON SITE CLEANING*
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SERVICE 
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(1 HOUR SERVICE)*
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DISINFECTING &
PEST CONTROL

SERVICES

SHIBILE
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Sitholakala, e-Georgedale Road, Cato Ridge
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031 782 3370 • 031 782 3372 • 031 782 1258

Sidayisa ngeZINKOMO ezicebile ngamanani aphansi kwa Shibile. 
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until 
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Easter specialEaster special

TREVLENS GOLD
SUPPLIER

• WE BUY • WE SELL *• WE LOAN MONEY & PAWN

9CT - R400 a gram * 18CT - R800 a gram
22CT - R977 a gram

ALL GOLD DEALERS WELCOME
GOLD JEWELLERY PAWN 10%

Shop 41B, Florence Nightingale, Westcliff
   Trevlen: 074 752 9018 • trevlen1.nadasen@gmail.com

WE BUY DIAMONDS, JEWELLERY, 
FRIDGES, STOVES, APPLIANCES, 

CELL PHONES, FURNITURE, 
COMPUTERS, WASHING 

MACHINES & MUCH MORE.

Contact:
Bhisham Krishnapersadh on: 082 554 6619
bhishamk@rakteq.co.za     www.rakteq.co.za

RAK TEQ SECURITY & FIRE
We Specialise In:
• Fire systems design (certified)
• Supply / Installation and service 
  of fire detection systems
• Fire suppression incl. CCTV
• Intruder security and 
  access control systems
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OWN CORRESPONDENT

Stanky Deejay, one half of the popular 
amapiano duo, Kweyama Brothers, will 
headline The Live One Man Concert at 

Durban Exhibition Centre at the end of the 
month.

Stanky Deejay will also record his music 
podcast, Pianocast, at the event.

An excited Stanky Deejay, whose real 
name is Siza Kweyama, said: “When One 
Man Concert Productions and I sat down 
for our first meeting I thought this is a crazy 
idea, but I think of how insanely popular 
Pianocast has grown as a brand for the last 
two years. 

“The local and international love is tes-
tament to how the culture and movement 
of the genre is growing rapidly and organ-
ically.”

He added that he was humbled to be 
part of an internationally celebrated and 
authentic South African music genre.

“This concert is a celebration not only for 
Pianocast but all the underground producers, 
the hit makers in the shadows who are yet 
to be known and get their time to shine, it’s 
for the guys who’ve made it and are making 
huge strides for upcoming talent as well.”

Stanky deejay will be joined on stage 
by, among others, Kabza de Small, Young 
Stunna, Benny Maverick, Zee Nxumalo, and 
DJ Tira. Stanky deejay will 
close off the concert, on Sat-
urday March 30, with a two-
hour set. Tickets are available 
on Webtickets.

Be part of live 
podcast recording

 Stanky Deejay, whose real 
name is Siza Kweyama

NIYANTA SINGH

Durban-based pianist, 
composer, and researcher 
Sibusiso Mash Mashiloane 
was recently awarded the 
prestigious HSS Award for 
Music Composition.

The award celebrates 
artistic merit and cultural 
depth showcased in his 
album Music from My Peo-
ple.

Presented by the 
National Institute for the 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences (NIHSS) Awards, 
the award honours sig-
nificant contributions in 
the Humanities and Social 
Sciences (HSS) fields.

“This award is deeply 
meaningful,” says Mashi-
loane.

“It not only validates 
my work, but also serves 
as a powerful reminder to 
our people, particularly the 
younger generation, of the 
importance of tradition and 
cultural music – the very 
foundation of our musical 
identity.”

Mashiloane's work tran-
scends mere entertainment, 
embedding itself deeply 
within the cultural fabric of 
South African music tradi-
tion.

“Receiving this award is a 
profound honour. It reaffirms 
the value of our musical herit-
age and emphasises the 
importance of preserv-
ing our cultural identity 
for future generations,” 
Mashiloane said.

His celebrated album 
is a masterful blend of 
African music tradi-
tions and jazz, creating 
a sound that is at once 
familiar and innovative. 

The NIHSS jury 
praised Music from My 
People for its exceptional 
production quality and 
the sophisticated com-
position reflective of 
Mashiloane’s rich musi-
cal experience. 

His albums Izibongo
and Ihubo Labomdabu
also received recogni-
tion, further establish-
ing his prowess in the 
music industry.

Mashiloane is 
renowned for his exqui-
site piano skills, marked 

by an impressive blend of 
technical precision and heart-
felt expression. 

Music from My People fea-
tures a series of collaborations 
with other musicians, each 
track offering a glimpse into 
the diverse cultural heritage 
of South Africa. 

The album’s success is a 
testament to Mashiloane’s 
ability to create music that 
resonates on a deeply per-

sonal level, while also 
appealing to a broader 
audience.

His academic research, 
particularly his PhD studies 
focusing on “the sounds 
of home”; plays a crucial 
role in his creative process. 
This approach has not only 
enriched his compositions 
but has also contributed to 
a broader understanding 
of music's role in cultural 
expression.

With a career that 
boasts six awards and nom-
inations from prestigious 
entities such as the SAMAs 
and the AFRIMA Awards, 
Mashiloane is a pivotal fig-
ure in the South African 
jazz scene. 

His role as a lecturer 
and researcher at the Uni-
versity of KwaZulu-Natal 
underscores his commit-
ment to exploring and 
teaching the nuances of 
musical heritage.
As Mashiloane continues 

to explore the intersections 
of music, culture, and aca-
demic research, his influence 
extends beyond national bor-
ders, making him a celebrated 
artist on the global stage. 

His dedication to under-
standing and sharing “the 
sounds of home”; promises 
a future rich with innova-
tive and culturally resonant 
music.

Pianist bags music award

 Durban-based pianist, 
composer, and researcher Sibusiso 
Mash Mashiloane was recently  
awarded the prestigious HSS 
Award for Music Composition. 



MUSGRAVE CENTRE'S REDEVELOPMENT: 
A Catalyst for Economic Growth and Job Creation

Musgrave Centre, a beloved icon in 
Durban's retail landscape, is currently 
undergoing a multi-million-rand 

redevelopment. The ambitious initiatives 
to energize the centre with exciting new 
offerings commenced in February 2021 with 
the inclusion of Food Lover’s Market and Dis-
Chem. The current phase of the upgrade sees a 
continuation of this theme and the entire fourth 

national offerings, anchored by a Checkers 
Fresh X store. Checkers Fresh X is a unique, 
upmarket grocery brand concept that prioritizes 
nourishing and fresh food, with an interactive 
shopping experience. This leading giant retailer 

centre. 
“The redevelopment will provide more 

choice, value and convenience for our 
consumers and stakeholders, strengthening 

top-of-mind retail node for the Berea,” said 
Centre Manager Natasha Quarrie. “Through 
this strategic investment, we will be making 

economy and rejuvenation of the precinct. 
Thus far, the construction has provided direct 
employment for over 100 local people. We are 
proud to announce that Musgrave Centre will 
also create around 160 permanent jobs through 
the retailers, further strengthening our ties with 
the local community,” she added. 

Musgrave continues on its growth trajectory 
that has recently seen the introduction of new 
national brands in the food and health care 
category, in keeping with consumer demand. 
The current project is progressing on schedule, 
with the new stores expected to open mid-year. 
Musgrave Centre remains dedicated to ensuring 
a safe and enjoyable shopping environment 
during the upgrade. All health and safety 
protocols will continue to be strictly observed, 
prioritizing the well-being of visitors and staff.

CONTENT MARKETING

There are also a few ghosts, 
though you may not guess this from 
the colourful South African version 
of the cover. Internationally, how-
ever, the clue is in the title. The UK 
and US versions have been released 
as the The Djinn Waits a Hundred 
Years.

“You know immediately there 
is going to be a ghost,” Shubnum 
says of the international version. “I 
think maybe in South Africa it’s a bit 
harder to tell that there are going to 
be ghosts in it.”

Internationally the book has also 
been billed as a horror.

“It’s not a horror,” Shubnum 
said. “But it does have elements of 
horror in it.”

Despite the book’s eccentricities, 

the characters may resonate with 
South African readers because Shub-
num says they are amalgamations 
of people she’s met and characters 
she has read.

“I come from a family of Indian 
women so I know what it is like to 
have aunties talking all the time, 
and fighting, and making low com-
ments to each other but I can’t say 
I based anything on anyone I know. 
They certainly must be an amalga-
mation of characters that I’ve read, 
of people that I have met on the 
street, especially in Durban. Like, if 
you are buying vegetables and are at 
a shop and you hear people talking 
about their aches and pains, their 
bodily problems. They are interest-
ing characters.”

The novel is also getting good 
traction overseas, and this has sur-
prised Shubnum.

“I didn’t think the US would be 
interested in a community story 
about Indian people living in South 
Africa but the New York Times wrote 
a really good review about the novel. 
But in South Africa too, people have 
been enjoying it. I’ve been getting 
good feedback. I can see from reader 
reviews, not critical reviews, that it 
is either a book you hate or you love 
and I like that. I want it to be that 
kind of book.”
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It took Durban author Shub-
num Khan eight years to 
write The Lost Love of Akbar 

Manzil because she let the 
eccentric mix of characters lead 
the story.

“I just wrote the strong 
characters and put them in the 
house and then I’m like ‘you 
lead me where you want to lead 
me, you open which doors you 
want to open’.”

The result was a book with a 
love story at its core but which 
also has elements of horror and 
magic realism and has been 
widely well-received since its 
release in January.

“I always wanted to write 
a kind of love story but I real-
ised, you can’t tell a love story 
without telling a life story. I was 
going to have a young person 
talking to an older person in 
a block of flats but that idea 
kept growing and growing to 
encompass all the things that I 
love, which are horror, tragedy, 
mystery and magic realism.”

The Lost Love of Akbar Manzil 
is Shubnum’s third book and 
second novel. Her first novel, 
Onion Tears, was published in 
2011 and was shortlisted for 
the Penguin Prize for African 
Writing.

“I didn’t write for a long 
time. Then in 2021 I wrote a 
travel memoir called How I Acci-

dentally Became a Global Stock 
Photo. That was my first non-fic-
tion book and then this year, 
I published this book The Lost 
Love of Akbar Manzil, which is 
my second novel and that took 
about eight years to write, so I 
took a big break between my 
novels.”

In between Shubnum also 
lectured in media studies at 
the University of KwaZulu-Na-
tal and freelanced as an artist, 
journalist and copywriter before 
picking up her novelist’s pen 
again. This time around, she 
found the writing experience 
vastly different.

“Onion Tears was for my 
master’s in creative writing at 
the University of KwaZulu-Na-
tal,” she said. “For my first 
novel I had a mentor. Kobus 
Moolman, who was a poet at 
the University of the Western 
Cape, was my supervisor and he 
was pushing me and so it was 
a different experience. Writing 
The Lost Love of Akbar Manzil 
was basically just me, on my 
own, floundering in the ocean, 
trying to figure it out how to 
make this story work.”

The novel tells the story of a 
sweet romance between Meena 
Begum and Akbar Ali Khan, who 
marry despite their differences 
in class and religion, and the 
hatred of Akbar’s family. The 
love and betrayal which afflict 
the couple in the 1920s, take 
place in a sentient mansion, 
the titular Akbar Manzil, on 

the Durban coastline. The story 
plays out along two timelines 
with a cast of kooky characters.

“I went out of my way to 
write very strange characters, 
like I’ve never met anyone who 
speaks in the third person and 
Pinky speaks in the third person 
all the time,” Shubnum said, 
referring to the oddball maid 
who lives in the pantry and is 
obsessed with Bollywood.

Shubnum says her favourite 
characters to write were Sana, 
a curious 16-year-old girl, who 
explores the house and unlocks 
the long-hidden mysteries of the 
past, and Zuleikha, an elderly, 
flamboyant music teacher.

“I like Sana because she 
reminds me of a young girl 
waiting for the world, and you 
don’t know what to expect from 
the future, and I like Zuleikha 
because she doesn’t give a damn 
about anyone and she’s just her-
self and that’s a very rare thing 
to see in a woman.”

Spooky Durban story gets traction abroad
 Author Shubnum 

Khan with the 
South African 
version of her book 
The Lost Love of 
Akbar Manzil. 

Reviews: Lauren O’Connor-May

All these books have a few things 
in common: romance and living 
houses.

The Magic All Around
Jennifer Moorman
HarperCollins

In this story, Mattie Russel goes 
back to her magical family home 
after the death of her mother.

The house and her unacknowl-
edged magical abilities lead Mat-
tie on a path of discovery, which 
includes two second-chance 
romances, finding her father, and 
solving the mystery of the house’s 
best-kept secret – the number of 
the mysterious landline phone 
which will reveal the destiny of 
the person who answers it, if it 
ever rings.

This book is a sweet slow burn 
full of charm.

The Lost Love of Akbar Manzil
Shubnum Khan
Pan MacMillan

If you like your romance with 
a dash of weird and a pinch of 
horror then you will enjoy this 
unique book.

Here the living house is the 
titular mansion on a hill on the 
Durban coast. This house, how-
ever, is somewhat malicious and 
is guarded about its dark secrets, 
so when the newest tenant, 
16-year-old Sana, starts poking 
around in places it’s tried to bury, 
she awakens a few ghosts and 
uncovers an old mystery.

This slow-paced story is told 
across two timelines and is full 
of eccentric characters and enter-
taining side stories.

The lyrical writing is worth 
savouring and I think this novel 
may be a contender for the most 
interesting and unusual book of 
the year.

Ruthless Vows
Rebecca Ross
HarperCollins

The living houses play a very 
minor role in this romantasy but 
they exist in the story because 
they’ve been strategically built 
on ley lines, which is a major plot 
point in this conclusion of the 
Letters of Enchantment duology.

This story picks up from 
Divine Rivals after Iris is tragically 
separated from Roman, who is 
missing. The war between gods 
has reached the town where the 
recently married couple are work-
ing as war correspondents and 
Roman, who is captured by the 
cruel god Dacre, has no memory 
of Iris.

Iris tries to use their magical 
typewriters, which connect the 
couple across any distance, to 
help Roman to remember their 
love, so that he can return to her.

I immediately liked this 
young adult story because I don’t 
think I’ve read any other fantasy 
romances where the romantic 
leads are rival journalists.

It also has other selling points 
though; the story will tug at 
your emotions and the writing is 
expressive and lilting.

Reviews



Coconut Village 
Retirement 

Chalets
FREELAND PARK, SCOTTBURGH
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Bachelor and 1 Bedroom  

Chalets Available.
Your rental includes:

Water & lights, even during  
Load-Shedding

3 delicious meals a day
Chalet serviced 7 days a week

Laundry done on premises
We have a bus service to the 

village 3 days a week

Hazel: 083 750 2215 / 039 978 1724

SPICE          RACK
“HAND MIXED”
Master blenders

031 304 8869
 073 167 7686 (Marlon)

Shop 11A, Plowright Lane
Between West and Pine Street
Durban (Opposite Shoprite)
4001

Pure Spices - Pickles - 
Curry Powder -

Baking Items
Prayer Goods - Savouries -

Natural Remedies

* PRE CAST FENCING
* CONCRETE PALISADE FENCING

& CONCRETE FENCING
“We keep you safe”

TEL: 031 577 8804

PRO FENCING

ABDOOL PATEL: 
083 786 3040

MILLY CADIR: 
083 337 7546

031 265 0815 | 031 566 6819 
031 262 7663 | 082 950 1700

Part-time 
courses in
Dressmaking 

blEastern wear

D g
Sari  blouse 

2022

WHY REPLACE
WHEN YOU CAN

RE-GLAZE

5 YEAR
GUARANTEE

Tel: 031 301 4205
Cell: 084 606 3104 /
 081 772 7609

VOTED BEST BATHROOM RENOVATOR IN KZN.

Appliance
 Repair

 Specialists
 Domestic / Commercial Appliances
 Air-con Sales and Service

Service your 
fridge or aircon 

R400…
stand a chance 

to win a 
toolkit worth 

R3000

Buy an aircon
and stand a 

chance to win 
a fridge

Comprehensive Air-con Service

Call/WhatsApp: 065 534 0186
  www.digiman.co.za

SILVERTON RADIATORS 
PINETOWN BEHR

*Radiators * Fuel Tanks *Oil 
CoolerS * Machine Flushing * 

Aluminum Welding * V8 Custom 
Built Radiators * Intercoolers

4 Malcom Rd, Westmead, Pinetown (Opp Bakers Biscuits)  
www.silvertonpinetown.co.za 

GOLDTON RADIATOR SERVICES (Pty) LTD 
Est 1985

REPAIRS AND SUPPLY OF NEW

MAHLE

POOR COOLING 
SYSTEM 

Machine Flushing 
of engine cooling 
system to remove 

oil, sludge, 
dirt & rust.

POOR FUEL 
SYSTEM 

Coating of fuel 
tanks to STOP rust 
and corrosion with 
lifetime protection.

     INSPECT-A-PEST 

WOOD BORER
FUMIGATION

 CALL: 031 537 8324
OR 081 569 5637

 Termite eradication
 Specialised pest control

Container fumigation 
Bird proofing

Free assessment
Registered Services

www.coastal-blinds.co.za / 
admin@coastal-blinds.co.za

15 Lavendergate Crescent, Unit 2, 
Southgate Ind. Park, Umbogintwini

FOR EXPERT ADVICE AND FREE 
QUOTATIONS CONTACT US:

Tel: 031 914 0203 

VENETIAN * VERTICAL * ROLLER * SHUTTER

Classified
Your eThekwini

www.yourethekwini.co.za

FOR ADVERTISING QUERIES OR INFORMATION

PLEASE CONTACT ANY OF OUR SALES STAFF:

Debra: 081 745 5329 Roshini: 082 703 5234 Sandra: 084 757 2822

or email us at: info.acm@acm.co.za
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From page 16

Despite a hiatus from road 
running and cross country due to 
injury after four decades of partic-
ipation, Tregenna quickly made 
her mark in the sport, breaking 
South African and African 10km 
records in November 2023 during 

the Africa Championships.
Tregenna’s athletic prowess 

extends beyond race-walking, 
with an illustrious career in com-
petitive swimming spanning over 
three decades.

A veteran of the SA Swimming 
Masters, Tregenna has participated 
in three World Championships, 

securing numerous medals and 
setting records along the way. 
Her achievements also include 
triumphs in the SA Biathlon 
Championships, clinching gold a 
remarkable 13 times, and earning 
various medals in the World Life 
Saving Championships.

Despite her unprecedented 

success and world-record-breaking 
feat in race-walking, Tregenna, a 
retired teacher who spent much 
of her career at the Westville Girls’ 
High School, remains determined 
to further improve her perfor-
mance. As a devoted mother of 
two and grandmother to two 
grandchildren, her commitment 

to excellence both on and off the 
track continues to inspire gener-
ations.

“I still have more to achieve 
and I’m aiming to better this 
record the next time. There’s lots 
more to do and I know I will 
get there,” said the determined 
woman.

Grandmother breaks barriers and race records
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POWER

swims 6km a week, split over three 
days. 

Swimming is her passion and she 
loves the water because it exercises  
the muscles of her body. She com-
pleted the Capital-K open water swim 
in 2022 and 2023 before doing the 
Midmar Mile this year. Next year, 
she plans to improve her time in the 
race and raise money for a mental 
health charity by taking on the race’s 
Charity Challenge.

She thanked the College of Health 
Sciences Student Support Services 
Manager, Dr Saloschini Pillay, and 
her team who she said are always 
motivating and supportive of her 
work as a student counsellor within 
the School of Health Sciences on the 
Westville campus.

“Aside from swimming I am also 
passionate about offering free and 
confidential counselling to students 
from first-year to postgraduate level 
on a one-on-one basis. Here we 
address an array of personal issues, 
relationships, career-related matters 
as well as mental health and well-
ness,” said Greener. 

“The team is also involved in 
group work where we conduct psy-
cho-educational workshops, aca-
demic skills development workshops 
as well as career exploration and guid-
ance workshops.”

When she’s not working or swim-
ming, Greener said she loves spend-
ing time with her cat, Valentine. 
She also enjoys the company of her 
friends, family and colleagues.

DOREEN PREMDEV

Blind swimmer Kristy 
Greener competed in her 
first Midmar Mile this 

month. Greener also has idio-
pathic sensory-motor polyneu-
ropathy – an illness affecting 
her hands and feet, but nothing 
could stop her from competing 
and getting her medal.

Greener, who works at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 
(UKZN), said her  condition 
causes the motor nerves of the 
peripheral nervous system to 
malfunction, with no obvious 
underlying cause found by 
medical doctors.

“Despite it all, it was 
awesome to complete in the 
Midmar Mile. But I must say 
it was a tough swim,” said 

Greener. 
“It was a delight to com-

pete in the 51st edition of 
the world’s largest open-water 
swimming event. I finished in 
one hour and 14 minutes at 
Midmar Dam near Howick.”

Greener was able to swim 
by the age of four, falling in 
love with the sport because it 
exercised her whole body − and 
she didn’t have to fear tripping 
or falling. There was also no 
heavy lifting involved which 
improved her lung capacity, 
preventing complications from 
other conditions she is suscep-
tible to, such as asthma.

Greener started training 
in 2019 for the Midmar Mile. 
She said she is grateful to her 
swimming partner, a teacher 
and sports co-ordinator at 

Impact Christian Academy in 
Yellowwood Park, Nicola Mur-
ray. Together with her coach, 
Marion Barnard, they trained 
three times a week at Make 
Waves KZN, a swimming club 
at Queensburgh’s Escombe Pri-
mary School.

“In a pool, I swim along 
the lane rope. In a dam, I swim 
next to Nicola. We’re attached 
with a harness and Nicola uses 
this to guide me. You need ded-
ication and discipline if you 
want to participate in these 
races. You simply must put in 
the time − you need to build up 
stamina. Swimming the Mid-
mar Mile means you’re on the 
go for 1.6km non-stop in the 
water. There’s no time to pause 
for a tea break,” she joked.

Greener said she typically 

Blind swimmer completes her first Midmar Mile

NIYANTA SINGH

A Westville grandmother 
not only brought home 
gold in the recent SA Race 
Walking Championships 
held in Cape Town but 
managed to shatter the 
world record.

The KwaZulu-Natal 
race-walking delegation 
descended upon the 
Youngsfield Military Base 
for the highly anticipated 
SA Race Walking Champi-
onships recently.

Among the participants 
were four remarkable ath-
letes representing Highway, 
with Gill Tregenna, 82, of 
the Westville Athletics 
Club leading the charge, 
alongside Oliver Mundell 
and Belinda Padbury from 
the Kearsney Striders Ath-
letics Club, and Wayne 
Snyman from the Clyde 
Kinloch Club.

Tregenna's performance 
was nothing short of spec-
tacular, not only securing 

gold in the fiercely con-
tested 80–85-year-old age 
category for her 20km 
event but also demolishing 
the existing world record. 
The previous benchmark, 
established in 2013 at 
2 hours and 42 minutes, 
was left in the dust as Tre-
genna crossed the finish 
line in an astonishing 
2 hours and 37 minutes.

Padbury also distin-
guished herself at the 
championships, clinching 
victory in the women's 
open 10km race with a per-
sonal best time of 00:58:30.

Expressing her delight 
at setting a new world 
record, Tregenna revealed 
her journey into race-walk-
ing began in August 2023 
under the tutelage of coach 
Oliver Mundell.

Grandmother walks her 
way into the record books

 Swimmers Kristy 
Greener, left, and her 
swimming partner 
Nicola Murray 
completed the Midmar 
Mile. Greener, who is 
blind, said she feels at 
home in the water and 
won her first medal for 
swimming the Midmar 
Mile this year.

Continued on page 15

 Gill Tregenna shortly after her 
record breaking race with some of 
her supporters.


